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In her contemporary novel Then Face to Face, Spearfish author Carol Panerio weaves a rich story of self-sabotage and alienation, family patterns and estrangements, catastrophe and redemption. Set against the backdrop of a village in the lush countryside of northern Italy, her lyrical narrative is grounded in Italian culture, strong family dynamic, and one man’s struggle for absolution.
Dante Carlucci, an ailing, lonely widower, is desperate to reconcile with his son’s family—his only child—before he dies. But he harbors a secret, and hides behind an armor of self-justification and resentment, with his intransigence and rigid principles creating an ever-growing rift.
His young grandson’s innocent wisdom and a terrible accident propel Dante, and the family, toward fundamental change, showing that even the most intractable situation can be transformed. Renewing relationships and attitudes can be agonizing, but for the Carlucci family, it is never without hope.
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