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Short Synopsis
Dante Carlucci, a lonely widower, is desperate to reconcile with his son’s family before he passes from this world, but continual self-sabotage keeps him alienated. 

Set in a contemporary Italian village, the novel opens as Dante invites his estranged family to a traditional holiday gathering with all the relatives. Grudgingly they come, and the atmosphere crackles as his son Mario, daughter-in-law, and teenage granddaughter, speak only to their more distant relations. His five-year-old grandson, Stefano, watches, sensing the hostility between his parents and his beloved grandfather.  

When Dante later agrees to care for Stefano while the boy’s mother works, the child’s wisdom begins to open Dante’s thought to change. A family disaster widens the chink in the old man’s armor of self-justification. He uncovers a critical flaw in his life and steps out of his stubborn pattern.













