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Bio

Carol Panerio of Spearfish, South Dakota, is a graduate of the University of Nebraska at Lincoln in elementary education. She taught in a series of positions—including private piano and literacy tutoring—before finally discovering the joy of writing in 1997. Family life changes had made her a stay-at-home mom for her youngest daughter and caregiver for a husband disabled by a paralyzing and speech-impairing stroke. She began attending Bearlodge Writers at the invitation of a friend, and became “hooked” on this new creative interest when her first few personal essays were published in The Christian Science Monitor. Later essays appeared in anthologies such as In the Shadow of the Bearlodge, Writings from the Black Hills, and in Chicken Soup for the Soul: Empty Nesters. Her first book, a full-length literary novel entitled Then Face to Face, hit the shelves in September 2009. Set in contemporary Italy, it uses her familiarity with her husband’s provincial Italian heritage to tell of Dante Carlucci, a lonely widower, who is desperate to reconcile with his son’s family before he dies, but stays estranged until a catastrophe forces him to step out of his stubborn pattern.

Now that Panerio’s three children are grown, she enjoys reading, music, cooking, studying Italian, and traveling to Italy with her husband, where she is forced to use what little language skill she has developed to communicate with his relatives and help him stay connected to them.

A quote from Anatole France express her feelings regarding her life situation: “One must never lose time vainly regretting the past nor in complaining about the changes that cause us discomfort, for change is the very essence of life.” 

