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Review 
Paul Higbee, writer, columnist for South Dakota Magazine
In her new novel, Then Face to Face, author Carol Panerio transports us to modern-day Italy.  Her vivid writing also takes us into the sad mind of Dante Carlucci, an elderly man whose life has spiraled toward despair the past eighteen years.  Death has claimed his wife and another woman he came to love, and bitter estrangement from his family completes his loneliness.  What's more, Dante's heart is weak and we sense that one more blow will likely kill him.  
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Sure enough, that blow falls in horrific and unexpected fashion.  Equally unexpected, though, is Dante's reaction.  There's no sudden flash of insight here on his part; the novel is too grounded in real-world grit for that sort of plot development.  Besides, as Dante recognizes, he didn't “think so fast these days—especially if [he] had to go in a new direction."  Yet he does move in a different and surprising direction, fighting long-held values all the way and changing not only himself but those around him.  
This is a sophisticated piece of story-telling, beautifully written by an author we sense knows intimately the worlds to which she takes us.  The story is told from conflicting character  perspectives.  Drawn equally well as Dante, is the character of his daughter-in-law, Liliana.  It's easy for us to sympathize with Liliana, yet she too must learn to go in a new direction.
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